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Women'’s Aid is the lead voluntary
organisation in Northern Ireland addressing
domestic violence and abuse and providing
services forwomen and children. Women’s
Aid exists to challenge attitudes and beliefs
which perpetuate domestic violence and
abuse.Weworktopromote healthy,non-

abusive relationships.

Women'’s Aid supports all women and
children affected by domestic violence and
abuse. We work to help women and children
be safe, to break free from the cycle of
violence, and to rebuild theirlives. Women’s
Aid has 9 local groups and one regional
umbrella body covering the whole of
Northern Ireland, and our wraparound
services are available across Northern

Ireland.

The South Eastern Area Domestic & Sexual
Violence Partnership was established to
ensure that all interested agencies,
organisations and community groups in the
SE Trust area work together on an inter-
agency basis to address domestic and sexual
violence. It strives to improve services and
support for all victims of domestic& sexual

violence and abuse.

With thanks to Tara Mills, BBC NI Presenter &
Journalist, Allison Morris, Security
Correspondentand Columnist with Thelrish
News and Kathryn Torney,formerEditorand
now working for the Executive Information
Service for their advice in drafting this
guidance. And special thanks to Professor
Monica McWilliams for writing the foreword

for this document.

women’s aid

Women'’s Aid Federation Northern Ireland
The Annex,

30 Adelaide Park,

BT9 6FY

Tel: 02890249041

General Email: info@womensaidni.org
Website: www.womensaidni.org
Contact: Admin@WomensAidNl.org
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Introduction

How the mediareports on domestic violence
and abuse informs how we as a society
respond to it as a criminal act and to how we
treat those whofallvictimtoit. Ourresponse
tovictimsofdomesticviolenceandabuse
determines how that person moves forward.
Agood,responsibleresponsetodomestic
violence and abuse, where the survivoris
believed and supported, can enable that
person to move on from the abuse they have
suffered. A bad response, where their
suffering is minimised, or their abuser is
defended can re-traumatise a survivor and

obstruct theirrecovery.

Given how the media can influence and
shape public opinion, it is important to
ensure that theyreport on domestic abusein
a responsible manner. Victims and their
family members can be traumatised by
newspaper accounts of theirexperiences. It
is crucial that the mediadonotoversimplify,
sensationalise or ignore important details
whenreporting ondomestic violence and
abuseincidents. This canfeedintovictim
blamingattitudes, exacerbate mythsaround
domestic abuse, re-traumatise survivors and
reinforce harmful gender stereotypes. This
document will provide guidance for
journalistsaboutdomesticabuseinNorthern
Ireland and supportthe mediainaccurate
reporting to help the public to better

understand the issues involved.

Individual media outlets may already have

pre-existing guidance for reporting domestic

abuse, suchas the BBC,Ofcom, IPSO and
NUJguidelines. Thisguidanceisnotmeantto
supersede the work of individual media
organisations, but to enhance, supplement
and provide a regional context for reporting

ondomestic abuse in Northern Ireland.

Foreword by Professor
MonicaMcWilliams

There is much needed information between
the pages of this booklet. Itis so appropriate
andrelevanttothetimeswearelivingin.It
sets out the context in which domestic
violence takes place in order to assist
journalists to tell the full story. Since acts of
domestic violence and abuse are rarely
isolated incidents, a more complete picture
of the nature of what has occurred needs to
be presented. The examples provided here
show what and what not todo ifyou have
been given the task of reporting on domestic
violence or sexual assault. Using the wrong
language minimizes the seriousness of the
suffering and has consequences that
journalists arenotalways aware of. They

should be after reading this booklet.

Presenting perpetrators as people who are
driven to violence perpetuates victim
blaming.Perpetratorsdon'tsuddenly snapor
lose their temper and to suggest that this is
‘typical’ofhow they behaveis misleading
and confusing. Such attitudes are harmful
and need to stop. The causes ofintimate
partner violence need to be better

understood and the examples given here



explain these in a straightforward and
succinctmanner.Reporting thatthemanwas
‘of good character’ and ‘well liked’ in the
community does not portray accurately his
power and control. Where this happens, it
highlights the media’s lack of knowledge in
cases of domestic violence assaults and
murders. Suggesting thatitwas a‘one off’
incident or ‘out of character’ fails to
understandthe context.ltwasapatternof
power and control that had gone on long
before it came to be reported. Readers need

to know the facts and not the fiction.

Abusivepartnerscanbecharmingandcan
make people think they wouldn't harm a fly.
That's how they often appear to the outside
world. The media should know thatitis doing
a disservice in asking acquaintances,
neighbours or colleagues about the
perpetrator’s behaviour. They won’t know. If
they are unaware of the abuse, they are likely
to give uninformed comments and these will
onlyfeedinto perceptionsratherthanthe
reality of whatitisliketoliveinanabusive
relationship. Too often we hear that the
couple were volatile, butitis the perpetrator
who is at fault. Equating the offender’s
behaviour to the non-abusive partner adds to
thevictim’s suffering. What we write and how
we write it makes adifference to people’s
lives. Honour the victim who is no longer
around to speak the truth instead of making
the perpetratorofthe murderthe centre of
attention. Treat the crime with the
seriousness it deserves. Avoid saying he
looked vicious as if whathe looked likewas a

reflection of how he was expected to behave.

Domestic violence perpetrators look like
anyone else. Sensationalizing offenders and
putting them into ‘types’ is unhelpful. That
alsoapplies to stories thatfocus onminority
status so as to add more drama. Vulnerable
individualsface enoughbarriers without
adding ‘spice’ based on someone’s minority

background.

Asking someone torecountalife changing or
traumatic episode has to be handiled
carefully.Aserviceprovidershouldnotbe
putinthepositionofhaving tosuddenly
provide a victim as a case study for an
interview. Where the perpetrator can easily
identify thevictim/survivor,safetyissues
have tobe considered. Local domestic abuse
servicescanbecontactedinadvanceofa
deadline if areporter needs someone who is
confident enough to share their experience.
Talkingaboutdomestic abuse takes timeand
thereporterandtheintervieweemayneed
assistance with the process of ‘telling.’ There

are specialistsin Women’s Aid who can help.

The gains we have made were hard fought
and we have to make surewe hold to them.
Salacious tag lines and sensational online
outputs candivert public opinion from seeing
the seriousness of the problem.‘Doingno
harm’needstobecomestandardpractice.
Tackling domestic abuse is a social
responsibility and journalists can positively
influence how werespond toit. Let’s use this

booklet to call it out.

- Professor Monica McWilliams



What is Domestic Abuse?

InNorthernlireland, the government’s seven-
year strategy ‘Stopping Domestic and Sexual
Violence and Abuse’ defines domestic abuse

as:

‘threatening, controlling, coercive behaviour,
violence or abuse (psychological, virtual,
physical, verbal, sexual, financial or emotional)
inflicted on anyone (irrespective of age,
ethnicity, religion, gender, gender identity,
sexual orientation or anyform of disability) by a
currentorformerintimate partnerorfamily

member.”!

The definition recognises that domestic
abuse can encompass physical, emotional,
financialand sexualabuse.Thesetypes of
abuse may present singularly or in
combinationfromcasetocase,buttheyall
impede a victim’s quality of life and they
should therefore all be viewed as equally
abusive behaviours. The definition also
identifies that domestic abuse canhappento
anyoneregardless of status. Men experience
domestic abuse too and they need to be
believed and supported through that journey.
Stereotypical attitudes around men as victims
should not feed into reporting on abuse

against men as this can shame men into not

! DoJ & DoH ‘Stopping Domestic and Sexual Violence and
Abuse: A Seven Year Strategy’ [2016]

2J B Kelly and M P Johnson, ‘Differentiation Among Types of
Intimate Partner Violence: Research Update and Implications
for Interventions’ [2008] Family Court Review p476

coming forward about the abuse that they

suffer.

Coercive Control

Coercivecontrolis atermusedtodefinea
patternofemotionally abusive,coercive,
intimidating and controlling behaviour used
toabuse anintimate partner?. Evan Stark
identifies that ‘The primary outcome of
coercive controlis acondition of entrapment
that can be hostage-like in the harms it
inflicts on dignity, liberty, autonomy and
personhood as well as to physical and
psychological integrity’. Tactics associated
with coercive control include forms of
constraining, monitoring or regulating a
partner’s everyday behaviour, controlling
access to money and transport, influencing
how apartnercandress,socialisolation,
physicalviolence and threats of physical
violence, coerced sex and stalking. These
tacticscanbe very subtle and therefore hard
toidentify; however, evidence suggests that
the presence of coercive control in
relationships canserveas anindicator of
future physical or sexual violence within

these relationships®.

The Council of Europe Convention on
Preventingand Combating Violence Against

Women and Domestic Violence (The Istanbul

3 Stark E ‘Re-Presenting Women Battering: From Battered
Women Syndrome to Coercive Control’ [1995] Albany Law
Review p973

41bid p4



Convention),whichthe UKsignedin2012,
states that parties to the Convention must
protect against psychological violence
through coercioninArticle 335 Thus, thereis
a legal obligation on the government to
ensure that this behaviour is criminalised.
Northernireland remains the only area of the
UK and Ireland without legislative provisions
to criminalise coercive control. In the year
ending March 2018, the Crown Prosecution
ServiceinEngland and Wales prosecuted
960 offences of coercive and controlling
behaviour®, which serves as anindication of
how these laws could help victims and

survivors in NL.

Violence Against Women
and Girls

We recognise that domestic abuse can
happen to anyone regardless of sex or
gender identity. However, the way in which
men and women experience domestic abuse
is different. Women are more likely to be
victims of domestic abuse, with1in4 women
experiencing domestic abuse in her lifetime’.
They experience sustained levels of domestic

abuseoverlongerperiods oftime.Women

5 Council of Europe, The Council of Europe Convention on
Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and
Domestic Violence, November 2014, ISBN 978-92-871-7990-
6 art 33

5 ‘What is Coercive Control?’ (Women’s Aid England)
<https://www.womensaid.org.uk/information-support/what- is-
domestic-abuse/coercive-control/ accessed> accessed 1
November 2019

"“One in Four Girls Born Today Will Grow Up to Have an
Abuse Partner’ (Women’s Aid England)

arealsomorelikelytobekilledbecause of
domesticabuse. In2017Northernireland
had the joint highest rate of femicide in
Europeproportional to population®.Because
of the disproportionate rate atwhichwomen
experience these forms of abuse, domestic
abuseisinternationallyrecognisedasaform
of violence against women and girls (VAWG),
alsoknownas gender-basedviolence (GBV).
A definition of VAWG is provided in the

Istanbul Convention, which states that:

“Violence against women”isunderstood as a
violation of human rights and a form of
discriminationagainstwomenand shallmean
all acts of gender-based violence that result
in, or are likely to resultin, physical, sexual,
psychological or economic harm or suffering
to women, including threats of such acts,
coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty,

whether occurring in public or in private life®.

VAWGisrootedinhistorically unequal power
relationsbetweenmenandwomenwhich
have resulted in ‘domination over and
discrimination against women by men and to
the prevention of the fulladvancement of

women, and that violence against womenis

<https://www.womensaid.org.uk/one-in-four-girls-born- today-
will-grow-up-to-have-an-abusive-partner/> accessed 1
November 2019

8 Rose Blunt, ‘Femicide: The Murders Giving Europe a Wake-
Up Call’ (BBC, 7 September 2019) <
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-49586759>
accessed 1 November 2019

9 Council of Europe, The Council of Europe Convention on
Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and
Domestic Violence, November 2014, ISBN 978-92-871-7990-
6 art 3(a)
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one of the crucial social mechanisms by
which women are forced into a subordinate
position compared with men’?. Although
society has improved with regard to gender
equality, sexist and stereotypical views of
men as dominate and women as subordinate
still exist. Itisimportanttorecognise this
when reporting on VAWG because these
crimes do not just happen because aman has
suddenly hadalapse ofcontrol. Theyarea
culmination of sustained controlling patterns
ofbehaviour, feelings of superiorityand a

belief that women are not equal to men.

CEDAW General Recommendation No. 19
identifies that VAWG is ‘a form of
discrimination that seriously inhibits women’s
ability to enjoyrights and freedoms on the
basis of equality with men’''. VAWG
discriminates against women, subjugates
them and prohibits them from enjoying rights
and freedoms in parity with men, therefore it
amounts to a violation of their human rights.
Therefore, care must be taken to ensure that
instances of domestic abuse are not

minimised or trivialised.

Male Victims

While police statistics show that most victims
of domestic abuse are female, we know that

anyone can be a victim of domestic abuse. In

10UN General Assembly, Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women, 20 December 1993, A/RES/48/104,
Preamble

1 UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) CEDAW General Recommendation No. 19:
Violence against women, 1992

2018/19,PSNIistatisticsidentified menas
making up 31% of victims of domestic abuse
crimes.Itisimportanttorealise that, like
female victims, male victims are not a
homogenous group. Gay and bisexualmen
aremore likely than heterosexualmento
experience crime, including domestic and
sexualviolence'2 Itcanbedifficultformento
identify themselves as victims due toharmful
genderstereotypesandsocietal perceptions
of masculinity. Because of these cultural
barriers to coming forward about abuse, men
can find it difficult to access support
services. Therefore, it is so important for
media platforms to signpost to support
services,asitcanopenavenues formale
victimstoaccesssupportandinformation

about domestic abuse.

Marginalised Groups

As we have previously noted, victims are not
a homogenous group. It is important to
remember that people with intersectional
identitiesareimpactedbydomestic abusein
different ways and often face additional
barriers to accessing support. Forexample,
disabled women are twice as likely to
experiencedomesticabusethanwomen
without disabilities’® and they are morelikely

tofacebarrierstoaccessing suitable refuge

12 Stonewall ‘Gay and Bisexual Men’s Health Survey’(2013)

13 Frances Ryan ‘I am Tired and Desperate” — A Disabled
Victim of Domestic Violence on Her Struggle to Survive’ The
Guardian [19 September 2019]



accommodation. These intersectionalities

include, but are not limited to:

= LGBTQI+ communities

=  BAME communities

= Migrant communities

= Persons withdisabilities

= Rural communities

Whenreportingondomestic abuse cases,
ensure thatyou do notuse avictim’s status to
explain or excuse the abuse they have
suffered. Ifitis absolutely relevant toinclude
within the story always contact an
organisation that works within the specific
community for advice on how to report safely

and sensitively.

Alist of specialist services for
victims of domestic abuse can
be found on page 17 of this

document. Organisations that
support marginalised groupsin

NI alsoinclude:

= Transgender NI

= Rainbow, HereNI and
Cara-Friend

= Migrant Centre NI

= Northern Ireland Rural
Women’s Network

= Disability ActionNI




DOMESTIC ABUSE IN
NORTHERNIRELAND
2019/20

The PSNI recorded 31,817 domestic abuse incidents in
2019/20.The highestsincerecordsbeganin2004/05

The PSNI recorded 18,640 domestic abuse crimes.
Domesticabusecrimesaccountfor17.5% ofallrecorded
crimes

Onaverage, the PSNI responded to adomesticabuse
incidentevery 17 minutesin 2018/19.

On2018/19,69% ofdomesticabusecrimevictimswere
female, 31% were male. Of offenders, 86% were male and
12% female.

Between Marchand August 2020, duringthe Covid-19
lockdown, 5womenweremurderedinNIbyamale
partner/family member.

NorthernIreland remainstheonly partofthe UK without
coercive control legislation oraviolence against women @

strategy.




Why Shoulid
RepresentationMatterto
Journalists?

This is an opportunity to raise awareness

around domestic violence and abuse.

Media is massively influential in shaping
social opinion. Researchsuggests thatmass
media affect shifts in social and cultural
contexts, this is evidenced by the influence
that media had in altering public opinion
around driving under the influence of
alcohol'. Thisis also true of social attitudes
todomestic violence and abuse. Researchon
mediareportingin Americaidentified that
between1994and 1995 mediacoverage of
domestic violence increased, and in that
same period malerespondents whoidentified
domestic violence and abuse as a pervasive
socialissuerosefrom25to 33 percent's.
Therefore, media reporting on domestic
violence and abuse can influence how
society views domestic violence and abuse
and responds to victims and survivors.
Choosing to report domestic violence
responsibly can have a positive impact on
societal attitudes towards domesticviolence
and abusebecause the media canlegitimise

itas asocial issue worth caring about.

141 Yanovitzky and C Bennett ‘Media attention, institutional
response, and health behaviour change: The case of drunk
driving’ [1999] Communication Research

15 M Flood and B Pease ‘Factors Influencing Attitudes to
Violence Against Women’ [2009] Trauma Violence Abuse p
125

Gillespie etalidentifythatthe mainriskfactor
indomestic homicide is a history of domestic
abuse, butjournalisticresponses oftendonot
adequately contextualise domestic abuse16.
Theirresearch goes on to identify examples
of articles that have successfully framed
domestichomicide asdomesticviolence,
they found that ‘by using this frame,
journalists and,byextension,consumers,are
forcedtoconsidertherolesocietyplaysin
both perpetuating and preventingviolence’'’.
By framing domestic violence and abuse as a
wider social problem, and a matter of social
responsibility, journalists can raise awareness
around the issue of domestic abuse and

positively influence how we react toit.

Italsoallows journalists to tell thefull story.
Rarely are acts ofdomesticviolence and
abuse isolated incidents. On average a
woman living with domestic abuse will be
assaulted 35 times before she contacts the
police'®. There s also a profound impact on
children who witness domestic violence and
abuse, a study in North America found that
children who had witnessed violence in the
home were 15 times more likely to be
physically and or sexually assaulted than the

national average, this linkis echoed across

16 Gillespie et al ‘Framing Deadly Domestic Violence: Why the
Media’s Spin Matters in Newspaper Coverage of Femicide’
[2013] Violence Against Women

7 bid p17

8 Howard L ‘Domestic violence: its relevance to psychiatry,
Advances in psychiatric treatment’ [2012] Int Rev Psychiatry

11



the globe'®. By failing to frame incidents of
domesticviolence and abuseincontext, the
articleisonlyidentifying partofthestory,
omitting the full picture of the abuse that
victims and survivors are dealing with. By
framingtheseincidents as partofawider
social issue, journalists are giving a more

complete picture of the nature of what has

occurred.
\ | / If you are unsure of how to
\ framedomesticviolenceasa
P ~ social problem, contact

someone whoknows. Your

local domestic abuse support
servicesareagoodplaceto
start.

The media plays a role in constructing gender
stereotypes and therefore can play a part in
their deconstruction.

Researchindicates thatmediahasanimpact
onhowsocietyviews gender,howgender
roles are constructed and how gender
stereotypes are reinforced. This is particularly
true when reporting on violence and abuse,
asNaylornotes‘news stories of violence also

have apowerfulroleinthe construction of

19 ‘Behind Closed Doors: The impact of domestic violence on
children’ UNICEF
<https://www.unicef.org/protection/files/BehindClosedDoor
s.pdf>

20 Naylor B ‘Reporting Violence in the British Print Media:
Gendered Stories’ [2001] Howard Journal

gender-ineverydayunderstandingsofthe
roles and capabilities of men and women’?,
Forexample, the stereotypical viewthatmen
should be strong feeds into the incorrect
assumption that they cannot or should notbe
victims of domestic abuse. But if the media
makes a conscious effort to report on
violenceresponsibly, without gender bias, it
canhaveaprofoundandpositiveimpacton
how society relates to survivors of domestic

abuse.

Thereisaninternationallegal precedent to
improve media reporting on gender

stereotypes and VAWG.

The United Kingdom has committed itself to
several international human rights documents
which have created legal obligations to

eliminate gender stereotyping in the media,

including print media.

The UN Committee on the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) note in General Recommendation
19 that ‘Effective measures should be taken to
ensure that the media respect and promote
respect for women’?', The Committee
recognised in its 2018 Concluding
Observations on the UK that important strides
have been made to improve representations

of gender by the media, but stated that the

21 UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) CEDAW General Recommendation No. 19:

Violence against women, 1992, para24(d)

12
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UK should continue to encourage ‘the media
and take further measures to eliminate
negative gender stereotypes and to promote

positive and diverse portrayals of gender’?2,

The UKgovernmentsignedthe Council of
Europe Convention on Preventing and
Combating Violence AgainstWomen and
Domestic Violence (the Istanbul Convention)

withthe obligationtoratifythedocument

2ZUN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) Concluding observations on the
eighth periodic report of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, 14 March 2019, CEDAW/C/GBR/CO/8

intodomesticlegislation.Article17 ofthe
Convention states that Parties should
encourage ‘the media, with due respect for
freedom of expression and their
independence, to participate in the
elaboration and implementation of policies
and to set guidelines and self-regulatory
standards to prevent violence against women

and to enhancerespectfortheirdignity’?

2 Council of Europe, The Council of Europe Convention on
Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and
Domestic Violence, November 2014, ISBN 978-92-871-7990-
6 artl7

13



Recurring Issues in
Reporting Domestic
Violence and Abuse

There are several common problems or
issuesthatariseinreportingondomestic

abuse.

Insensitive language

Language plays alarge partin how domestic
abuse is framed, presented and digested by
the public.Using the wronglanguage can
minimise the seriousness of the abuse
suffered by victims/survivors, present
perpetrators as good people driven to
violence by externalfactors and perpetuate

victimblaming attitudes.[See table 1]

Framedasamentalhealthissuerather
than domesticabuse

Often a domestic homicide where there has
beenamurder/suicide canbeframedasa
mental health issue rather than a domestic
abuseissue. The case of the murder of
Clodagh Hawe and her three sons Liam, Niall
and Ryan by Alan Hawe was framed very
muchasamentalhealthissue.Hewas
painted as a pillar of the community who
“snapped”. The reality was he was coercively
controlling towards his family and thus the

story should be framed within that context.

Imagery

Use of insensitive images is a recurring issue.
Always ask permission if using a family
photograph. Avoid using genericimages that
infantilise victims such as a woman recoiling,
orimages that commoditise violence to sell

papers or gainclicks.

Asking the wrong people

Most abusive partners presentasincredibly
charmingin their public lives; therefore,itis
not always helpful to ask casual
acquaintances, neighbours or colleague to
give character assessments of abusers. They
will notbe aware of their abusive behaviour
behind closed doors, their comments could
feedintothenotionthatthiswas aone-off

eventrather than a pattern of abuse.

Differentmediaplatformsrequireequal
care

Giventhat so much of ournews contentis
consumed online now, itis important to make
sure thatthisisreported sensitively. Oftenan
article about domestic abuse can be
sensitivelywrittenandpresented, butthe
online headline intended to get the reader to
clickon the story can be insensitive or poorly
worded. This is more commonlyknownas
clickbait;thesetypesofheadlinesortaglines

should be avoided.

14



Table 1

Commonly Used

Thecouplehad avolatile
relationship.

Theysnapped.Theylost
control. Red-mist

They [the perpetrator]
lost control after she/he
[the victim] did...

A good
colleague/father/pillar of
the community going
through a difficult time

Non-consensual sex

Crime of passion

Why This is Not Helpful

This phrase suggests that both parties
were complicit in abusive behaviour
leading up to the incident

Using terms like snapped suggests that
this behaviour was out of character. In
reality they probably have a history of
controlling and abusive behaviour.

Thisframestheeventasareactionto
something the victim had said or done. A
victim is not complicit in their own
victimisation. Using language like this
suggests they might and be feeds into
victim blaming narratives.

This excuses abuse and shifts the
responsibility away from the perpetrator

Sexwithoutconsentisrape/sexual assault.

Salacious language distracts from the
focus of the article and obscures the
seriousness of the crime.

Use Instead

They regularly abused
their partner/They had
a history of abusive
behaviour towards
their partner.

Theyhad ahistory of
controlling behaviour.

They perpetrated [the
crime] against__ .

Their public persona
was very different to
the daily reality of
violent, controlling
behaviour athome.

He raped her.

She sexually assaulted
him.

He or she murdered
her or him

15



An Example of What Not to Do

Avoid clichés like
a romantic narrative. This is proven to lead to
sympathy and lighter sentencing for killers.

Consider what resources or
specialist voices you need to
seek out in order to cover this
piece sensitively. They are out
there and will enhance the
quality and accuracy of your
writing. This especially relates
to white journalists covering
deaths in BAME communities.

Don't perpetuate myths like
“jealous rages” or “loss of
control”. Almost all domestic
violence deaths are planned
by highly controlling partners
or ex-partners. Dig deeper
into the context and character
of the relationship, the
coercive control present in
the relationship, and any prior
engagement that the killer had
with the police.

In the first stages of a case,
quoting a neighbour who did

not know the context of the
relationship, is inappropriate
and risks damaging the family’s
bereavement as well as legal
proceedings.

oAccoumam Joe Bloggs claims to have

“jilted lover” that reinforce

Avoid speculative reasons or sensationalised
“triggers” for a murder that are based on a
woman'’s behaviour. This is oversimplifying and

misrepresenting the full context. A woman’s

dignity is the highest priority

Daily News| £

JILTED HUBBY
GUILTYorMURDERING

CHEATING WIFE®

By: Tournalist who hasn't read these quidelines

A desperate husband faces
prison for murdering his wife
over an alleged affalre

flown into a jealous rage when he
discovered his wife had taken a new lover.

Killer: Bloggs claimed his wife had
taken a new lover.

Giving evidence, the killer said “l loved
her so much, | just had to kill her. She
was cheating on me and said she would
never love me again. Then | don't
remember what happened, | lost control.”

A neighbour described him as
e a “helpful, friendly man.”

Victim: Sara was choked and slapped to death. Q

Avoid building a piece solely

from defence claims in court.
This presents an unbalanced

and biased version of events

that the dead victim is unable
to verify or respond to.

Be cautious of claims around
“affairs”. Women are at
highest risk of homicide after
they have separated from an
abusive partner - and abusive
partners believe only they
have the power to end the
relationship. A killer’s claims
of an “affair” may well be
fictional - or his distorted
perception of a woman’s new
relationship and life without
him. (See appendix 3 for more)

Don’t centre images of the
killer, or grant too much space
to his claims. Focus on the
victim who has lost her life. If
picturing the killer, include a
behavioural description about
his controlling nature.

Don't leave images of the woman at the bottom
of the article: centre her and honour her death.
If she is a Muslim woman, use the image

provided by the police. Do not trawl her personal
Facebook to try and find a photo of her without

Don't use the passive voice in regard to fatal
violence. This should read “Joe Bloggs slapped
and choked Sara to death”

her headscarf.
Courtesy of illustrator, Tamara-Jade Kaz, Dignity for Dead Women

% Level Up, ‘Dignity for Dead Women: Media guidelines for reporting domestic violence deaths’ [2018]
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Recommendations for
Responsible Reporting of
Domestic Violence &
Abuse

It’s domestic abuse, call it out

It is domestic abuse, it is not a one-off
incident, so avoid terms like “they snapped”,
“they lost control” or “in a moment of
madness”. Perpetrators of domestic abuse
arealwaysincontrol of theirbehaviour. Their
behaviour is thoughtful and purposeful, and

they are responsible for it.

Don’tframe the perpetrator as a“pillar of the
community” who has made a bad decision -
theirdecisionwas toabuse someone and

make them feel unsafe.

Likewise, perpetrators are people,so avoid
language that makes him seem fantastical or
otherworldly like“monster”or‘“vicious”.

Abusive people look justlike everybody else.

Domestic abuseis aprevalentproblem,use
this incident to comment on that. Include
local domestic abuse statistics, speak to
relevant domestic abuse agencies for
comments, frame it as part of a wider

problem that needs to be tackled.

Lead withempathy

Ifthevictimisstillaliverefertothemasa
survivor. They have personhood, they are not
definedbythe abusethathasbeendoneto

them.

Ensurethatnoconfidentialinformationis
released about a victim or survivor,
particularly when they are part of an ongoing

case.

Take timetounderstandasituationbeyond
your first judgement. Do not use pejorative
language that questions how the victim or

survivor’s behaviour could have led to this.

Do not use images that are graphic or
offensive. Centre the victimorsurvivorin
images. Avoid using family photographs
whichinclude theperpetrator, thiscanbe
upsetting to survivors orto loved ones of
victims.Itcanalsoframe the abuserasfamily
orientated and add to the narrative that this

was a one-offincident.

Avoid looking for comments from neighbours
or colleagues to build a profile of the
perpetrator. The likelihoodis that they won’t
be aware of the abusive behaviour, abusers
often present as extremely charming. To
include these comments detracts from the
focus of the article which should centre the

victim/survivor.
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Avoid genderstereotypes

Don’tuse language thatframes female
victimsorsurvivors as passive totheirown
lives,or question why she didn’tleave.
Women experiencing domestic abuse are the
experts of theirown situation. They have
managed their situation, keeping themselves
and their children safe foralong time.Be

respectful of this.

Ifthevictimorsurvivoris male,donotuse

language that minimises the abuse that he

has suffered orcalls into question his gender.

Mencanbevictims ofdomestic abusetoo,
andvery oftenfeel that they cannotcome
forward. Changing the narrative around male
victimscancreateacultureofsupportand
allow more victims to speak about the abuse

they have suffered.

Be respectful of intersectionality

Minority groups face evengreaterbarriers to
support, be mindful of this when telling their

story. Examples of this:

= Aman’sethnicitydoesnotindicate that
he is more likely to be abusive.
= A bisexual woman’s sexual orientation is

notajustificationforjealousyandabuse.

Donotuse aperson’s status as transgender

toexplainabusethattheyhave suffered.

Do not use a person’s intersectionality
againsttheminordertocreate asalaciousor
dramatic story. If their intersectionality is
relevant, then ensure that youincludeitina
responsible manner that doesn’tread as an
excuse for abuse. Be sure to use the correct
language, for example use the term sex

worker, not prostitute.

Signpost

Include theinformationoflocaldomestic
abuse services at the end of the article.
Contact local services to ensure the

informationis up todate and correct.

Many articles which report on domestic
abuse, namely after there has been an
apparentmurder/suicide will only signpost to
asuicideinterventionhelpline. Thisagain
reinforces the narrative that the perpetrator
snapped and did something out of character,
which ignores the experience of the
victim/survivor. If you want to include a
suicide helpline then make sure you are also
signposting to services geared towards
survivors. Look after yourselves in these
moments too. These stories can be very
triggering, talkabout anything that may have

upset you, and practice self-care.
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Be Careful with Case Studies

Before seekingoutacase studyensure thatit
is necessary to the article or could the same
outcomebeachievedwithoutone.Asking
someone to recount their trauma should not

be taken lightly.

Linkinwithlocal domestic abuse services
wellinadvance ofyourdeadline.Finding
someone who is confident enough to share
theirexperience ofdomestic abuseisa

sensitive issue that takes time.

Think about how you can get the information
youneedwhileremainingsensitive tothe
survivor. Ultimately, always ensure the safety
ofthe interviewee, taking care to safeguard
any identifying information, making sure that

their identity is always protected.

N W4

71\

Have aback-up planin case you
can’tgetacase study. Are there
any specialists in area of
domestic abuse you could

contact forcomment?
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Y W
HEIPfUI contaCtS : ,_ Forlocal Women’s Aid Support
s

~ Services visit:

Women’s Aid Federation NI
Web: www.womensaidni.org www.womensaidni.org/get-help/local-groups/

Tel: 02890 249041

Email: info@womensaidni.org

Men’s AdvisoryProject
Web: www.mapni.co.uk
Tel: 02890 241929 (Belfast), 02871 160001 (Foyle)

Email: info@mapni.co.uk

The 24hr Domestic & Sexual Abuse Helpline (managed by Nexus NI)
Freephone 0808 8021414

Victim Support

Web: www.victimsupportni.com

NEXUS NI

Www.nexusni.org

Tel: 02890 326803

The Rowan - Sexual Assault Referral Centre
Web: www.therowan.net

Tel: 0800 389 4424

Lifeline
Tel: 0808 808 8000

Samaritans
Tel: 116 123
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